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STANDARDS FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTION 

 

(1) In accord with the Town's Comprehensive Plan and consistent with the spirit, purposes, 

and intent of this chapter.  

 

Applicant’s Response:  The proposed use will provide new, safe, clean and attainably priced 

housing within the Town, all themes supported throughout the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.  The 

development will also represent infill development and enhance the mix of housing types within 

Denton, again all themes strongly supported throughout the Plan.  Additionally, the design of the 

proposed development, including the scale, massing and materials of the proposed building, and 

the placement of the structure on the property, specifically being pushed towards the street with 

parking located to the side and rear, is very compatible with the surrounding context, again a theme 

that is strongly supported by the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.   

 

(2) Suitable for the property in question and designed to be in harmony with and appropriate 

in appearance with the existing or intended character of the general vicinity.  

 

Applicant’s Response:  As stated above, the proposed development has been carefully designed 

to fit well within the context surrounding the site.  The proposed architecture is consistent with 

traditional Eastern Shore designs in terms of scale, massing and details.  The proposed design 

incorporates high-quality materials that closely mimic traditional building materials.  The 

proposed building is oriented towards, and located near, the street, consistent with the traditional 

design of residential development within the Town. Parking is located to the side and rear of the 

building, and landscaping is proposed to help further buffer such areas.   

 

(3) Suitable in terms of effects on street traffic and safety with adequate access arrangements 

to protect streets from undue congestion and hazards.  

 

Applicant’s Response:  The proposed site plan incorporates a new singular driveway entrance 

designed to limit access onto Market Street, and is proposed away from the nearest intersection to 

avoid conflicts.  Vehicles entering and exiting the site will use the singular access point, to ensure 

safe coordinated vehicular movements.  With only seven (7) units proposed, vehicle trip activity 

associated with the site will be relatively minimal and generally distributed, both in terms of time 

of day and direction of movement.  The location of the site is also proximate to downtown, 

allowing future residents with viable options for transportation alternatives, such as pedestrian and 

bicycle movements.  The site will feature fourteen (14) off-street parking spaces for residents, to 

avoid any undue impact on nearby on-street parking facilities.    

 

(4) Not detrimental to the property values of adjacent development, do not adversely affect 

the health, safety, and general welfare of residents of the area, and will not adversely affect 

the area and surrounding property with adverse environmental effects such as undue smoke, 

odor, noise, improper drainage, or inadequate access. 

 

Applicant’s Response:  The site is currently vacant.  The proposed development will represent a 

significant investment that will enhance the streetscape and the surrounding context.  The proposed 

development will provide modern attainably priced housing near the downtown, enhancing 

housing opportunities for residents of Denton.  The proposed structure is designed a single 

structure with a scale and massing that is consistent with many historic homes within the Town, to 
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ensure its architecturally compatibility with the surrounding the context.  The site improvements 

include adequate off-street parking for all anticipated residents, and modern stormwater 

management to ensure appropriate drainage and to avoid impacts to water quality.  The site will 

also be enhanced with landscaping, to further compliment the site and to provide buffering between 

the proposed development, the adjacent street and adjacent properties.  The proposed development 

is anticipated to contribute positively to the mix and quality of housing in the Town of Denton.  
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