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ORDINANCE NO. 712 

 

INTRODUCED BY: _____________________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF DENTON EXPRESSLY REJECTING THE 

OFFER TO DEDICATE CERTAIN PAPER RIGHTS-OF-WAY SHOWN AS A 50 FOOT 

WIDE PORTION OF SEVENTH STREET AND A 15 FOOT WIDE ALLEY BETWEEN 

SUNNYSIDE AVENUE AND CHOPTANK AVENUE ON A PLAT RECORDED 

AMONG THE LAND RECORDS OF CAROLINE COUNTY, MARYLAND AT LIBER 

T.L.D. NO. 73, FOLIO 386 TO PUBLIC USE AND ABANDONING AND FOREVER 

CLOSING THE SAME 

 

 WHEREAS, a plat entitled “L.B. Tower’s Addition to Denton,” dated February 23, 1909, 

prepared by F.M. Latham, and recorded among the Land Records for Caroline County at Liber 

T.L.D. No. 73, folio 386 (the “Latham Plat”), attached hereto as Exhibit A, identifies several streets 

and alleys in the Town of Denton (the “Town”) which were offered to be dedicated to public use; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, certain streets and alleys on the Latham Plat were never accepted by the 

Town, formally or informally, to be dedicated to public use and have remained undeveloped paper 

streets and alleys, including a fifty (50) foot wide portion of Seventh Street and a fifteen (15) foot 

wide alley between Sunnyside Avenue and Choptank Avenue (the “Paper Rights-of-Way”); and  

 

 WHEREAS, the County Commissioners of Caroline County (the “County”) is the owner 

of certain real property identified as Parcel No. 473 on Caroline County Tax Map No. 105, Grid 

5, as more fully described in a deed dated August 16, 2011 and recorded among the Land Records 

for Caroline County, Maryland at Liber F.D.M. No. 972, folio 155 (the “County Property”) which 

is encumbered by the Paper Rights-of-Way, as shown on the Latham Plat and a plat entitled 

“Administrative Line Revision Plat on the Lands of the County Commissioners of Caroline County 

in the Town of Denton Caroline County, Maryland Tax Map 105, Grid 5, Parcel 473,” dated 

September 23, 2020, and prepared by Lane Engineering, LLC (the “County Plat”), which is 

attached hereto as Exhibit B; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the County has requested that the Denton Town Council expressly reject the 

offer of dedication of the Paper Rights-of-Way to public use and abandon and forever close the 

same, as the County is desirous of subdividing and conveying a portion of the County Property 

free and clear of any encumbrance caused by the Paper Rights-of-Way; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Denton Town Council has determined that it is desirable and in the public 

interest to expressly reject the offer to dedicate the Paper Rights-of-Way to public use and abandon 

and forever close the same.  
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED, the Denton Town Council hereby ordains as 

follows: 

 

SECTION 1: The offer to dedicate the fifty (50) foot wide portion of Seventh Street and 

the fifteen (15) foot wide alley between Sunnyside Avenue and Choptank Avenue as shown on a 

plat entitled “L.B. Tower’s Addition to Denton,” dated February 23, 1909, prepared by F.M. 

Latham, and recorded among the Land Records for Caroline County at Liber T.L.D. No. 73, folio 

386 to public use is hereby rejected, and such paper rights-of-way are hereby abandoned and 

forever closed.     

 

SECTION 2: Nothing in this Ordinance shall be deemed to be an acceptance or rejection 

by, or manifestation of the intent or belief of, the Denton Town Council with respect to the 

remainder of those paper streets and alleys shown on the Latham Plat which were offered to be 

dedicated to public use.  

 

SECTION 3: The recitals to this Ordinance are incorporated herein and deemed a 

substantive part of this Ordinance.  

 

SECTION 4: All ordinances or parts of ordinances of the Town of Denton inconsistent 

herewith are repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 

SECTION 5: If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is, 

for any reason, held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 

remaining portions of this Ordinance. The Denton Town Council hereby declares that it would 

have passed this Ordinance, and each section, subsection, clause, or phrase thereof, irrespective of 

the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, and phrases be declared 

unconstitutional. 

 

SECTION 6:  The title of this Ordinance, or a condensed version thereof, shall be deemed 

to be, and is, a fair summary of this Ordinance for publication and all other purposes. 

 

SECTION 7: In accordance with § C3-12 of the Town Charter, this Ordinance and the 

rules, regulations, provisions, requirements, orders, and matters established and adopted hereby 

shall take effect and be in full force and effect seven (7) days from and after the date of its final 

passage and adoption. 
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ENACTED THIS ______ day of _____________, 2021. 

 

       DENTON TOWN COUNCIL: 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Abigail McNinch, Mayor 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Dallas Lister, Councilperson 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Lester L. Branson, Councilperson 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Walter Keith Johnson, Councilperson 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Doncella Wilson, Councilperson 

 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________________ 

Karen L. Monteith, Clerk-Treasurer 

 

Approved for legal sufficiency this ______ day of _____________, 2021. 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Christopher F. Drummond, Town Attorney 

        

Date Introduced _____________ 

Date Amendments Introduced _____________ 

Date Passed _____________ 

Effective Date _____________ 

 

Text that is stricken out reflects language omitted from the Town Code 

Text in bold reflects additions to the Town Code 
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