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November 3, 2003
Executive Session
At 6:00 PM Mayor Goldsborough opened a meeting of the Denton Town Council.

The Mayor asked for a motion from the board to hold an executive session to discuss
personnel matters. Councilwoman Stockley made a motion to open an executive
session, seconded by Councilman Horsey, the motion passed unanimously 5-0.

At 6:55 PM Councilwoman Stockley made a motion to close the executive
session and open the regular meeting of the board, seconded by Councilman Branson,
the motion passed unanimously 5-0.

Regular Meeting
At 7:00 PM Mayor Goldsborough led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the

Flag.
Mayor Goldsborough asked that the record reflect that all members were in

attendance.
Councilwoman Stockley made a motion to accept the minutes of the October 6,

2003 and October 20, 2003 meetings as presented, seconded by Councilman Foster,
the motion passed unanimously 5-0.

Public Hearing
At 7:01 PM, Mayor Goldsborough opened a public hearing for discussion on

Ordinance #429, an ordinance that amends zoning ordinance #422, Article 13 entitled
“Citizen Boards” to decrease the number of Planning Commission members, and to
repeal and reenact Article 7, section 7-10 table of density regulations by zoning districts.
Staff read the ordinance at the request of Councilman Horsey. Ms. Jennifer Shull,
Director of Housing and Community Dev., advised the board that the ordinance has
been advertised, and no inquires or responses from the Public have been received.
Councilwoman Stockley asked for an explanation for the decrease in members, and
staff advised that it is difficult to find citizens to fill all of the positions on the board, and
the State allows for municipalities to have less members than had been previously
required. With no further questions from the board and or the public Mayor
Goldsborough closed the public hearing at 7:04 PM 

Resolutions & Ordinances
Councilman Horsey made a motion to adopt Ordinance #429, seconded by

Councilman Branson, the motion passed unanimously 5-0.
Petitions, remonstrances and communication
Caroline Hospice Foundation, Inc. - Ms. Janet Hendricks, Hospice Administrator

came before the board requesting consideration of waiving the building permit fee and
refunding the $456.44 that had been paid. Councilman Branson agreed that it would be
nice to abate the fee, however he raised concerns about setting a precedence for other
non profit agencies located in the Town. Councilman Horsey advised that the Town does
not charge fees for permits for making a profit, that they are necessary to cover the cost
for administration. Councilwoman Stockley emphasized that board members have to be
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careful what action they take.
Councilman Horsey made a motion to deny the request, seconded by

Councilman Branson, the motion passed unanimously 5-0.
Back to Resolutions & Ordinances
Ordinance #430 - an ordinance amending the vehicle and traffic code,

eliminating free parking in the downtown on Saturdays was brought to the board for
consideration of adoption. Staff recommended that since the request had come before
the board by a  merchant downtown for the board to defer until the Merchants of the
downtown held their next meeting to provide awareness and to make sure that all were in
concurrence with the idea.

Councilwoman Stockley made a motion to defer this item until the Dec. 1, 2003
meeting, seconded by Councilman Horsey,  the motion passed unanimously 5-0.

Ordinance #431- an ordinance amending the vehicle and traffic code,
eliminating parking on Gay St., between 4  & 5  as designated by signs. At theth th

recommendation of the road safety committee, staff and complaints received that it is
difficult to see to enter the intersection due to parking.

Councilman Branson made a motion to adopt ordinance #431, seconded by
Councilwoman Stockley, the motion passed unanimously 5-0.

Ordinance #432 - an ordinance authorizing the transfer of a portion of Lot #1 in
the Denton Industrial Park to Lot #2. This land is being provided to Boaters World to
assist with their expansion needs. Staff advised that this was being brought before the
board for consideration of introduction.

Councilman Branson made a motion to introduce ordinance #432, seconded by
Councilman Foster, the motion passed unanimously 5-0.

Reports of officers, board and committees
Mayor Goldsborough advised that she attended the MML fall convention in

Cambridge this past weekend and will provide a report to the board. 
Unfinished Business
Agenda #1 - Denton Police Department Water Line
George, Miles & Buhr still has not received any proposal on the change order for

the water line for the police facility. Councilman Horsey mentioned that he had taken a
tour of the building and suggested that all the board member take the tour. This item was
deferred until the next meeting.

Councilman Horsey asked about the Market St. project, and staff advised that the
State will allow the Town to appropriate some of the funding for Market St toward the
water line changes for the police facility.

Agenda #2 - Wesleyan Pump Station
Three bids were received coming in around $500,000, this is higher than

originally estimated at $250,000.  The project can be scaled back by $40,000, reducing
to $460,000. The developers had already agreed to share in the estimated $250,000.
Staff is looking for each developer and the Town to share in the overage.  The town
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share would be $70,000, which funding can be obtained from the capital funds collected
from both projects, and to consider charging future users of this system a special
assessment fee. Staff advised that Mallard Landing has already paid in full for 40
permits. An additional $20,000 will be necessary from the Town to include the alarm dial
up to connect into the wastewater treatment plant. Additional items discussed included
water line improvements. The water improvements include looping Market Street and
Camp Rd together with the development of Cattail Commons and create better flow. The
Wesleyan Pumping station additional cost has not been taken before the Utility
Commission, and unfortunately they are not scheduled to meet until Nov. 20, 2003 and
the bids expire Nov. 18, 2003, staff asked the board for direction.

Councilman Horsey made a motion to award to the lowest bidder and authorized
staff to make necessary actions, seconded by Councilwoman Stockley, the motion
passed unanimously 5-0.

New Business
Agenda #1 - Motel/Hotel Project
JOK Walsh, Economic Development came before the board to provide details

about a proposed 60 room hotel project, seeking consideration from the board to waive
the real estate tax on this property for three to five year and to substitute with a room tax. 
The board had previously discussed assessing a room tax on hotels/motels that may be
developed in the Town. The proposed hotel is a Best Western chain, estimating the
hiring of 12 full time jobs and 3-8 part time. Plans are to start construction in January
2004 and be complete and open by Memorial Day. Room rates are anticipated to be
between $70 - $90, with a 65% occupancy. Considering a room tax would generate more
funding for the town than the real estate tax revenue. Mr. Walsh advised that he would be
meeting with the County Commissioners to ask for the same consideration. Councilman
Horsey asked for staff to research hotel tax, and working with the County.

Councilman Branson made a motion to work with the hotel project, abating the
real estate taxes for up to three years to help them get started, seconded by Councilman
Foster, the motion passed unanimously 5-0.

Councilman Branson made a second motion for the abatement period for the real
estate tax on the hotel project to begin when the property transfers ownership, and that
there needs to be a room tax in place at that time, seconded by Councilman Horsey, the
motion passed unanimously 5-0.

Agenda #2 - Ethics Ordinance and Commission
The board was given a copy of the existing ethics ordinance and the list of

members appointed in the early 80's. Two of the members of the original board are
deceased. Staff advised that the ethics ordinance needs to be reviewed to determine
that it is in compliance with State Laws. The board agreed to have the ethics ordinance
reviewed to see if amendments are necessary and for staff to contact the two existing
members to see if they are still interesting in serving on the committee, and for board
members to provide the Mayor with possible names of new members. This item will be
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placed on the December agenda for further discussion.    
 Agenda #3 - Special Assessment
At the Oct. 6, 2003 meeting Councilman Branson asked about assessing

developers for the cost of infrastructure improvements being proposed for Market Street. 
Staff researched and advised that the Town Code allows the town to have the ability to
establish a special assessment. Councilman Branson expressed that if it has not
already been done for South Fifth Ave, then it needs to be done. Councilman Branson
asked if there would be adequate water flow on Market Street for the Mallard Landing
project, and was advised yes. This was informational only.

Agenda #4 - Magnetic Parade signs
Mayor Goldsborough had requested for staff to look into obtaining magnetic signs

to use during parades. Staff received a quote of $30.00 for a set of two.
Councilman Branson made a motion to purchase the signs, stating “Denton

Mayor and Council, and for staff to decide on the color, seconded by Councilwoman
Stockley, the motion passed unanimously. 

Agenda #5 - Travel/Training Approval
Mayor Goldsborough attended the MML Fall Conference Oct. 30, 2003 - Nov. 1,

2003 in Cambridge. Mayor Goldsborough will be holding a private fund raiser to help
cover the cost for attending conferences. In the mean time the charges for the trip have
been placed on the Town credit card. To comply with section 5-12 of the travel training
policy, which requires pre-approval from the board. Staff is seeking approval from the
board to process payment for the charges on the Town credit card which include $325 for
registration, $62 for costume party/dinner and $298 plus tax for hotel expense until
Mayor Goldsborough reimburses the town after the fund raiser.

Councilman Horsey made a motion to pay for the expense incurred at the MML
Fall Conference, and required in the future have travel/training items pre-approved,
seconded by Councilman Foster, the motion passed unanimously 5-0.

Other New Business
 The board asked that staff  submit a letter to the County about the tax differential

as required by state law.
Councilman Horsey advised that he will be attending the Eastern Shore Land

Conservatory luncheon in which the Carter Building project will receive an award.
Council members Horsey, Foster, Stockley and Mayor Goldsborough will be

attending the Association of Municipalities dinner on Nov. 19, 2003.
Council members Horsey Stockley and Mayor Goldsborough will be attending

the County Economic Development luncheon. 
Councilman Horsey advised that he will be attending the breakfast on Nov. 7,

2003.
Discussion was held regarding property trade for the Old School House which is

still being researched.
Councilman Horsey stated that the town has and exceptional bunch of
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employees, concurred by Councilman Branson and Councilwoman Stockley. Mayor
Goldsborough advised that she had sent an email to Terry expressing the same.

Councilman Foster asked about the Rails to Trails program, and staff advised
that Ridgely had work towards, however it had been declined at the County level. MTA
handles all railroads, and Joanne Shipley is creating a bike map mirrored off the of
State of Delaware.

Councilman Foster mentioned that the pavement markings in from of Abundant
Harvest are not in line with the meters and needs to be touched up. Staff will have this
taken care of.

Councilman Foster stated that the portion of Randolph St. between 4  and 5  isth th

too narrow, and that Mr. Obrien had raised concerns about cars running off the road and
onto his property. Councilman Horsey asked that this be referred to the Road Safety
Committee for review.

Councilman Foster asked about the code book and was advised that copies are
available in the Finance Dept., and will soon be linked with the Town of Denton’s web
page.

Mayor Goldsborough asked if the public had anything they wanted to speak
about.

Ms. Michelle Skates of 401 Gay St., stated that since the Oct. 20, 2003 meeting
that she has noticed more police involvement in the neighborhood and asked that it
continue. There is still a significant amount of trash and verbal abuse. She questioned
the adoption earlier of the no parking on Gay St. expressing that it would very
inconvenient. The board advised that pushing back the parking from the corner is a
safety issue. Ms. Skates stated that having a hotel in the area is a great idea and
expressed that the Town needs more tourism and restaurants. Ms. Skates is willing to
participate in Community Relations board and or serve on a parks and recreation board,
she is presently a life guard in Talbot County and would like to see a pool come to
Caroline County.

Councilman Horsey suggested the need to teach kids chess in the area.
With no further business to discuss, Mayor Goldsborough adjourned the meeting

at 9:22 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen L. Monteith
Clerk-Treasurer  


