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June 2, 2003

Mayor Goldsborough called the meeting of the Denton Town Council to order on
this date at 7:00 P.M., leading everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Mayor Goldsborough asked that the record reflect all members were present with
the exception of Councilman Foster.

Councilman Horsey asked that the minutes of the May 5  meeting be amendedth

as follows.  CDBG Application, shows unanimous vote of 5-0, should be 4-1 with
Councilman Horsey shown as abstaining due to being a board member for the DDC.
Also to correct the working session notes for May 19, 2003, under other business
spelling correction b should have been be.  Councilman Horsey made a motion to
accept the minutes with these correction for the May 5, 2003 board meeting and the May
19, 2003 working session, seconded by Councilman Branson, the motion passed
unanimously, 4-0.

Public Hearing - Constant Yield
At 7:02 PM, Mayor Goldsborough opened a public hearing for discussion on the

proposed constant yield. This year the Maryland Department of Assessment has
projected that the assessable base for the Town of Denton will increase 1.9% over last
fiscal year.  Increasing from $126,559,865 to $128,947, 121. In order to fully offset the
effect of the increasing assessments the real property tax rate should be reduced to
$.589, the constant yield tax rate.  At this time the Town is not considered reducing its
real property tax rate to offset the assessment increase. 

The board was given the General Fund Budget to review, and the proposed
appropriation ordinance for FY2004.  Staff advised that the General Fund budget at this
time is balanced, with a real estate tax increase from $.60 per $100 of full assessment to
$.63 per $100 of full assessment. Also, reflected is an increase in the rate of taxation on
Business Personal Property $.05 up to $1.50, and Rail Road and Utility Property tax
increasing $.05 as well up to $1.70. Councilman Branson asked if the budget included
an increase for employees and was advised that the budget does include a 1.5 % COLA
increase and the annual one time 1% bonus.

The Mayor asked if there was any additional questions or comments from the
board, staff and/or the public. There being none, the Mayor closed the public hearing at
7:06 PM. 

Petitions, remonstrances and communication
Caroline Nursing Home - The Council had discussed at the working session on

May 19  a request received from the Caroline Nursing Home for clarification regardingth

the Town’s plans for improving Fifth Ave. Staff advised that the Caroline Nursing Home
Board of Directors have approved to proceed with their participation in the Denton
Medical Park and making improvements to Daffin Lane. They would like reassurance of
the Town’s intentions on improving 5  Avenue consistent with the Kercher road study.th

Councilman Horsey stated that it is important for the Medical Park Board to know that
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the Town is committed at this time to Market St. 
Councilman Branson made a motion for a letter to be written with the signature of

the Mayor, sent expressing that the Town is pursuing the Kercher Road Study and any
funding that we may find will be put toward Fifth Avenue when available, seconded by
Councilwoman Stockley, the motion passed unanimously 4-0.

Resolution and Ordinances
Ordinance #424 Amending Fines - Councilman Horsey made a motion that

ordinance #424 be introduced, seconded by Councilman Branson, the motion passed
4-0.

Ordinance #425 Repealing Chapter 46, Energy Conservation - Councilman
Horsey made a motion that ordinance #425 be introduced for consideration of adoption,
seconded by Councilwoman Stockley, the motion passed 4-0.

Ordinance #426 Appropriations Ordinance - Councilman Horsey made a
motion that ordinance #426 be introduced with the purpose of adoption, seconded by
Councilman Branson, the motion passed 4-0.

Unfinished Business
Agenda #1 Tax Differential  
The board was provided with a copy of the proposed County Ordinance regarding

the elimination of the municipal tax differential. A public hearing is scheduled for June 3,
2003 at 10:00 AM. Board members and staff are planning on attending the public
hearing to ask the County Board not to eliminate the differential. A study conducted by
the IGS revealed that Caroline County was the first to develop a tax differential back in
the 1930's. Staff stated that the County is proposing to increase taxes to municipal
properties without providing any benefit.  The Towns can not mandate the County to
provide a differential, however it is possible that the Towns can have the county provide
some of the duplicate services. 

Agenda #2 - FY-04 Budget
Councilman Horsey while reviewing the budget asked for clarification on

abbreviations. MHRP - Maryland Housing and Rehab Program, CDBG - Community
Development Block Grants, and LGIP - Local Government Investment Pool.

Councilman Branson inquired about the following line items.  
General Government line item for Hospital Ins. Admin, what is it and why such an

increase. Staff advised that it was an administration fee on the Health Insurance, not
sure why the increase, would investigate.

Police Budget - State Retirement - why there are two line items for retirement, staff
advised that one line item is for the Town’s match each year, the other line item is the
payment for the buy in amortization for 20 years, for prior years of service. 

- Insurance - questioning so many insurances, the difference
between property insurance, general liability and health insurance was explained. 

- Police Car purchase - If they are getting a new police building do
they need a new car also, staff advised that if the car is removed from the expense line
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the funds would also be removed from the revenue line, complete wash, eliminating the
purchase of the car would save the monthly payments.

- Police Bldg Debt $20,000, since the building may be completed
and occupied by the end of the year, the budget reflects partial debt payments.

- Trash - the budget for trash does not include dumpster pick up
fees, still working on structuring fee for multi family.

- Tax Fee, the budget includes a 3% tax increase on real property, if
the County eliminates the tax differential this could preclude the Town from increasing
this tax.

Councilman Horsey questioned the following line items in the Police Budget.
- Telephones - increase in phone fee, staff advised for FY03 to

combine line items for the phones, cell phone and pagers, combined they equal what is
proposed and there is not a budgeted increase.

- Supplies, budget show increase for double the amount. Staff will
inquire with the Chief.

- Fuel Expenses increase, again staff advised to combine line items
for vehicle and fuel expense in FY03, combined there is not a budget increase. 

Staff advised that the column titled FY04 proposed is what each department
actually submitted for consideration. The column titled FY04 Amended, is what the Town
Administrator has made changes to, each department head has not seen the amended
column. Once they have had a chance to review they may come back to the board for
reconsideration.

Councilman Horsey asked if there was any updates for the water and sewer
budget, stating that he had no problem with what was provided, but would not
recommend putting up a new building. Has received several complaints about the
Police building, some indicating that it would have been cheaper to have rented a place
than to build a new building. 

Staff advised that the Utility Commission is looking at recommending a rate
increase in sewer from $5.18 to $5.33 and to increase water from $1.73 to $2.00.
Councilman Branson mentioned a utility increase and also a 3% increase in real
property.

Mayor Goldsborough will be attending a meeting on Friday with the Governors
Office. The Governors office has just been awarded $333 million in Federal Funds,
working with MML to try to get a portion of this fund appropriated back to the
municipalities to cover some of the cuts experienced this year.

The board still needs the opportunity to discuss a rental property fee.
The budget will be on the agenda for June 16  for consideration of adoption. th

Agenda #3 - Trash Collection  
Staff advised that the Town newspaper went out today discussing the potential

elimination of trash collection to multi families.
Councilman Branson made a motion to amend the trash ordinance to picking up
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households only, seconded by Councilwoman Stockley. The Mayor called for the vote,
members Branson, Horsey and Stockley voted in favor, prior to the Mayor casting her
vote, Councilman Branson asked for a point of order, asking for an opportunity for
discussion. Staff asked for clarification on the motion, does this mean that we will no
longer pick up small business’s that set out a residential amount. Staff would like
consideration to still pick up the small businesses, however assessing a fee.  The cost
per unit is $90.00 per year. The consensus of the board at the previous meeting was to
eliminate any dumpster pick up and to foster communication at the June 16  meeting,th

asking the community for input on structuring a fee for residential multi family
households, this motion does not accomplish this. 

Councilman Branson stated that he would be willing to amend his motion to pick
up household only and to not pick up any dumpsters. Councilman Branson asked if
charging a fee for trash, could the 3% real property tax increase be eliminated, it was
found that charging a fee for trash would not cover the difference needed. He was also
concerned about the affect to Seniors on social security with the proposed increases in
taxes, water and sewer and assessing a fee for trash.

Councilman Branson withdrew his motion and Councilwoman Stockley withdrew
hers as well. This item will be on the agenda for June 16th.

Agenda #4 - Old Fashioned Town Meeting
The board worked on the preparing the agenda for the June 16  meeting. Each  th

department will be setting up displays, we are anticipating about 20 agencies also
setting up, including the State Highway with an overview of Route 404 changes. 
Councilman Branson inquired about the location of the service road, and was advised
that the Zoning office has a copy of the plans for review.  At the present time the service
road is scheduled to run from Sharp Road to Deep Shore Road. 

Back to the Old Fashioned meeting, having the displays available from 5:00 -
6:30, with JOK Walsh providing the history of Denton at 6:30 with the regular meeting
beginning at 7:00.  The Mayor will keep public comments on a time limit.

Other Old Business
None
New Business
Agenda #1 - Chris Coile Development W & S Allocation
Chris Coile Development has applied for a minor subdivision creating two

additional lots adjacent to Fairfield and is asking for water and sewer allocation of 225
gallons per day per lot, for a total of 450 gpd. 

Councilman Horsey made a motion to approve the water and sewer allocation to
Chris Coile, seconded by Councilman Branson, the motion passed unanimously 4-0.

Agenda #2 - Historic Review Commission Appointment
Councilman Branson made a motion to appoint Mr. Gene Mazzatenta of 119 Gay

St., to serve on the Historic Review Commission, seconded by Councilwoman Stockley,
the motion passed unanimously 4-0. 
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Agenda #3 - Denton Ventures W & S Allocation
Denton Ventures, LLC has filed a request that the balance of the water and sewer

allocation for the Mallard Landing subdivision be paid at building permit time and not at
recordation. At this point they have paid 25% of all of the allocation for the full
subdivision 185 units, and have been billed the balance of the allocation for the first 40
units in 4 buildings which make up phase one. Ms. Jennifer Shull provided an
explanation to the board and advised that this is not the normal practice but that the
board has the ability to extend this request, as was precedented with the Fairfield project.
Mrs. Victoria Hoffman, partner of Denton Ventures spoke on behalf of the request.

Councilman Horsey made a motion to allow the Denton Ventures, LLC to pay the
balance of the water and sewer allocation at the issuance of building permits and not at
the time of recordation, seconded by Councilman Branson, the motion passed
unanimously 4-0.

Agenda #4 - Water and Sewer Billing Requests
Staff provided an overview of three request for sewer abatements. Concerns were

raised because on some of these, no certification that a leak existed by either Town staff
or a plumber. The Town looks for proof that the water leaking did not go through the
sewer system. 

Councilman Horsey made a motion to disapprove the request from Mr. Tim
McKee, and to approve the request from Mrs. Zelmar Collison and Mr. James Kline, in
the amount to be determined by our staff, seconded by Councilman Branson. 
Discussion - Councilman Branson questioned giving Collison’s a full credit since during
the second billing cycle there was not plumber involved in the repairs to certify that a
leak happened. Mr. McKee’s request stated that an employee fixed it. A question was
raised as to whether the employee is a licensed plumber. The law states that a property
owner can make repairs, but anyone else has to be licensed. Councilwoman Stockley
questioned how the property owner would know that they would need to have a plumber
certify or a Town employee. It was discussed that any one can come in and say they
have a leak and that it was outside so that they would qualify for a credit. It is better to
require proof than to give away money that we can not afford to do.

Councilman Horsey amended his motion to disallow a billing credit on the April
2003 billing for Collison, seconded by Councilman Branson. Further discussion was
held, in which staff offered to meet with the property owners and review the problems prior
to the board denying any credit. Previous policy was that abatements should only be
considered on outside leaks.

A while back the Finance Department had the ability to handle abatements for
outside leaks, requiring certification from a plumber or review by a Town Employee,
upon bringing this before the board for written perimeters, the board then voted to have
all request reviewed by the Utility Commission.  At this time there have been several
request, and the Utility Commission is not always available to meet, and these keep
coming before the board.  The Town Administrator recommended that the board give the
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Finance Department some perimeters to allow them to make some discretionary
decisions as to who can be abated and who can not, and avoid having all of these
request coming before the board. The Finance Department was instructed to establish
perimeters to amend the ordinance or having a provision in there that allows that once
the guidelines are set based on perimeters, and requiring a third party verification that a
leak exist, if not viewed by staff. If the leak does not enter into the sewer system, then and
only then can we consider abating the sewer portion of the bill. If turned down by the
finance department they can appeal to the Utility Commission for recommendation.
Councilman Horsey recommended that the Utility Department charge an inspection fee
for verification of water only leaks. Councilwoman Stockley expressed the need to make
the residents aware of the steps to take when experiencing a leak.  Staff will prepare
perimeters and have reviewed by the Utility Commission for comments.

Councilman Horsey withdrew his motion, and Councilman Branson withdrew his
second.

Councilman Horsey made a motion to refer these three abatements to Town Staff
to take care of, seconded by Councilman Stockley, the motion passed 4-0.

Other New Business
Councilman Horsey and the Town Administrator met with an industrial park client

this past week on a proposed expansion trying to retain the business in the park.  It was
proposed to appropriate $10,000 out of the Town’s Economic Development Fund to this
company to develop a site plan. It is necessary to move fast on this project as the
company needs to break ground by July 1   or move to another state. A letter from thest

board is necessary to request the draw down of funds from the County. At this time staff
is asking for the board to absorb the preliminary cost and the amount needed is $7,500.

Councilman Horsey made a motion to send a letter to the County asking for a
withdrawal of funds, seconded by Councilman Branson, the motion passed 4-0.

Mayor Goldsborough mentioned that a street light is out at the corner of Third and
High St., staff will forward to the police dept.

Mayor Goldsborough mentioned that a child was almost hit on 4  Street betweenth

Gay and Market and asked what can be done to alert the kids to be more careful. Staff
advised that this can be brought up at the community meeting on Wednesday and will
talk with parents.

Mayor Goldsborough shared an invitation to the ESAM Chapter Dinner that will
be held on June 23, 2003 at the MML Conference, the cost is $32.00 per person, need
to rsvp by June 16 .th

Mayor Goldsborough shared an invitation to join Ms. Cummings, who will be
hosting a celebration of the release of the Purple Heart Stamp, 10:00 June 6, 2003.  The
stamp was release for sale on May 30, 2003.

Councilman Horsey stated that due to the drought last year there is a numerous
amount of dead trees in Town, creating possible dangers, what is the policy.  Staff
advised that a letter has been sent regarding the one on 5  and Franklin to the propertyth
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owner asking for it to be removed, the next step would be that the town could remove and
place a lien on the property for reimbursement of the cost. Staff will look into further.

Staff advised that the pad sight will be removed this week where the Dollar
General Store was, the trees have been removed, they will grind the stump below ground
level.

Mayor Goldsborough, spoke on behalf of the Mayor and Council to thank
employee Russell Jews for his quick thinking and his diligence in protecting an
unsupervised youth until the Police Department could respond. The board agreed to
provide Mr. Jews with a citation at the next Town meeting.

With no further business to discuss, Councilman Branson made a motion to
close the meeting at 8:35 PM, seconded by Councilman Horsey, the motion passed
unanimously 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen L. Monteith
Clerk-Treasurer


